
Petitioner (US Citizen) decides to sponsor family member(s) 
for Immigrant Process  then contact SWLG

SWLG prepares petition and 
send to Petitioner and Beneficiary (s) for review and signature

SWLG send Questionnaires and checklist for documents  to 
Petitioner and Beneficiary (s)

SWLG receives Questionnaires

SWLG sets up for consultation with attorney to assess the case 

SWLG provides feedback and invoice

[Consultation and Assessing the case] $400
The following should be determined:
• Eligible for I-130 Petition
• Determine Consular process – beneficiary not in the U.S.

SWLG finalize the I-130 Petition to be filed with the USCIS

USCIS receives and adjudicates petition.

(Consular processing takes approx. 6 to 14 months)

Files with the USCIS

I-130 petition was approved by USCIS

USCIS request for further evidence (RFE)

SWLG prepares response petition

SWLG receives signed documents

Petitioner/ Beneficiary(s) go to 
Embassy for Interview

Receives Immigrant Visa and Visa Packet.

Consult Attorney about 
options

Enter the U.S. with Immigrant 
Visa and Visa Packet

USCIS sends I-130 approval to National 
Visa Center (NVC)

NVC issues Invoice for Immigrant Visa Fee 
and Case Number. Pay the fee online.

SWLG prepare DS-260 and Civil 
Documents and submit to NVC online

NVC reviews the Application Documents 
and forwards to US Embassy/Consulate 

abroad

US Embassy/Consulate schedules an 
interview

U.S. Embassy abroad

approval

approval

denial

denial
within 180 days

Applicant (s) 
becomes Lawful 

Permanent Resident
 (Green Card Holder) 
when enter to USCIS

Consult Attorney about 
options

Step 3: Submit DS-260 Application to NVC online 
Processed by NVC

Step 2: Submit I-130 Petition to USCIS
Processed by USCIS

Step 1: Initial Case

denial

I-130 Consular Process (CP)
Flow Chart

[In most cases, the NVC requires the U.S. 
petitioner to submit a Form I-864, Affidavit 
of Support. The affidavit of support is a 
legal contract between the sponsor 
(petitioner) of an immigrant visa applicant 
and the U.S. government.]

approval

approval

NVC notifies SWLG. SWLG will receives 
email to proceed

US Embassy notifies SWLG. SWLG will 
receives email to proceed

Step 4: Attend Embassy Interview
Processed by US Embassy abroad

SWLG: SW Law Group
USCIS: U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services
NVC: National Visa Center

Action by SWLG

Action by Petitioner/ Beneficiary(s)

Action by US Embassy

Action by NVC

Action by USCIS


